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EQUAL RIGHTS, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, PROGRESS FOR ALL 

 

 



INTRODUCTION 

With the recognition of  United Nations  of what widows go through,they declared 23rd june as 

the International widows day to be celebrated every year. Even though this was the third year of 

International Widows Day  since this declaration,WOM saw the need for this yearly conference 

and started as far back as 2004. This  was therefore  the fifth  conference organized by WOM  in 

Bolgatanga.The first conference was sponsored by American Embassy and  the rest has been 

supported by  Action Aid Ghana. This year the theme was “Equal rights,equal opportunities, 

progress for all”. Prior to the celebration, the net-work of the widows in the Talensi Nabdam at a 

workshop, came out with three majoy issues that they really face as a result of the widowhood 

rites they undergo; 

• Rejection by the relatives husband’s (especially when they refuse to choose them as 

husbands) 

• High drop out of their children from school and  

• Their late husbands’ relatives deny them access to their late husbands’ farm lands.  

After  the  deaths of their husbands’, widows become slaves in their own homes. As if the 

widowhood rites that dehumanises widows are not enough,widows are maltreated,abused,acused 

wrongly, isolated in their various communities. After these issues were brought out, the widows 

netwok with support from WOM gathered evidence of these issues in their various communities 

and it revealed that, in Talensi Nabdam District alone 130 orphans have dropped out of school,  

12 were totally rejected from their husbands families whilst 10 were denied of their husbands’  

farmlands because they refused wife inheritance. 

When widows are rejected they find it difficult to take care of their children leading to the high 

drop out rate. These widows are forced to migrate to the south to look for mini jobs either alone 

with their children because they don’t have land to farm and feed their children. Madam ---- 

from Zanlerigu reported to our office that her late husband’s brother  instructing the wife to beat 

her whilst he watched because she complained that she needed her late husband’s farmland to 

farm. According to her, she has been sleeping her friend’s house because there was no peace in 

the house.  



CORE INTERVENTION 

Organizing and Mobilizing 

 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

Power Over 

ACTIVITY 

 Organized procession and durbar for the enactment of LI on the DV act and the complete 

abolishment of forced confinement to mark the annual international widow’s Day 

ACTIVITY OBJECTIVE 

To increase public awareness on the plight of widows 

 

ATTENDANCE 

This years conference invited crowd than the previous years, even though the office only invited 

two hundred and fifty participants. Participants who attended the conference came from all the 

three Northern Regions,Volta region, and Greater Accra. More than 700 widows attended the 

2012 international widows day. 

 Nine chiefs were also invited to this program, and they all tend out . They are the Binaba, 

Tongo, Winkogo, Tengzuk, Duusi, Vea, Kongo, Sakote, and Zanlerigu Chiefs.  Binaba chief 

who is the Board  Chairman of the Widows and Orphans Movement chaired the function. The  

Acting Regional officer of MOWAC was the Guest of honor because the Regioner Minister was 

not in the Country, and the Deputer Minister was also hospitalised .  

Evangelist Jimmy Marken the Area Head of the Church of Pentecost  and Mr. Edmond 

Alagpulinsa of the Commission of Human Rights and Administrative Justice (CHRAJ) were the 

resource persons’ for the celebration. It also attracted seven media station. Prior to the Days’ 

celebration, two radio stations made time for us for discussions on the International widows day 

and the organization. The crowd was so large that registration was taking much of the time.Only 

600 were registered  but we estimate  that they up to 800. We  stopped the registration  after six 



hundred were already regitered  because more of their attention was paid to the registration than 

listened to the speeches. 

 

 
The nine Chiefs who attended the workshop with the Area head Church of Pentecost seated third 

from left. 

 

TRAINING ON BAOBAB PRODUCTS 

The Upper East Region is blessed with wildly grown Baobab trees, which are untapped.  My zeal 

to support the widows learn how to use baobab for money arouse  when WOM was invited to 

Tamale for  a workshop organized by Tree Aid   on  how none timber trees can be used for 

money and Baobab species were displayed. We therefore wrote to Tree Aid to be trained on the 

Baobab products, prior to our widows’ day celebration which usually falls on 23
rd

 of June.   

Forty-three (43) participants from the three Northern Regions have been trained to produce four 

species of the Baobab. That is biscuits, groundnules, syrup and the baobab drink. 

 
A section of participants being trained on Baobab products. 

 



RADIO DISCUSSIONS 

Two radio discussions were carried out to reach the public. The discussion focused on the scope 

of work of WOM and the significant of Widows day celebration. A platform was created for 

listeners to call in and make their contributions or ask questions. Some support the   the course 

but others did not see the need for the change. 

WELCOME ADDRESS PRESENTED BY MADAM BETTY AYAGIBA 

Madam Betty reminded the crowd about the findings of the United Nations that led to the need 

for the day. According to her the findings are as follows: 

• Globally, 245 million widows suffer from targeted murder, rape, prostitution, forced 

marriage, property theft, eviction, social isolation and physical and psychologigal abuse, 

malnutrition, exposure to disease and slavery. 

• Over 500million orphans face child marriage, illiteracy, loss of schooling, forced labour, 

human trafficking, malnutrition, homeless and rape: 

1.5 million orphans die before their fifth birthday; widows and orphans are particularly 

vulnerable to discrimination, prejudice and social isolation leading to the deprivation of their 

human rights, HIV/AIDS infection, malnutrition, disease and poverty. She mentioned that there 

could not be any  theme  to fit what the widows go through than the theme of the year: ‘Equal 

rights, Equal opportunities, progress for all’ is what widows are asking for because widows 

rights are not respected, they have no opportunities and many of  them are not progressing as  

human beings. She said on behalf of the 7,865 registerd widows and many more not registerd she 

is appealing to the  Government to pass the legitive Instrument to make the domestic  violence 

Act active to set free a lot of  suffering widows. The  three issues that were brought out  by  

widows network is simply telling us that if attention is not paid to widows ( the suffering 

majority) there will continue to be  the rise in the problems of the country like migration,  high 

school drop out, etc,  because the root causes of these include what the widows go through. 

PRESENTATION OF THE RESOLUTION 



Madam Sylvia Wekem on behalf of the widows presented a resolution to the Regional House of 

Chiefs and the Regional Minister:   Below is the Resolution 

INTERNATIONAL WIDOWS’ DAY CELEBRATION-2012 

RESOLUTION OF THE WIDOWS NETWORK                                                     

We the Widows Network of Upper East Region at the 5
rd

 International widows day celebration 

under the theme ‘Equal rights equal opportunities and progress for all’ wish to state that we have 

sensitized our communities and engaged with our traditional leaders over the years and the 

drinking of concoctions have changed and the stripping of widows naked has also changed in 

some communities.  

We wish to acknowledge the change in Stripping widows naked in Tengzuk, Sakote, Duusi and 

also in Bongo, Winkogo and Kongo which we acknowledged last year. These changes were as a 

resulted of the support of the chiefs for the course of widows by banning stripping of widows 

naked in their communities.   

We are also concern about the existence and perpetuation of the following practices; 

1. Stripping widows naked in pubic during funeral performance of their late husbands. 

2. Force confinement during widowhood rites. 

3. Widow inheritance 

4. Food taboo 

These practices constitute torture and a violation of the rights of the widow. Evidence gathered 

by the widows’ network of Talensi-Nabdam district indicates that, these practices have resulted 

in the following; 

1. One hundred and thirty nine (139) orphans dropping out of school 

2. Thirteen(13) widows losing their farmlands  

3. Sixteen(16) widows and their children neglected and marginalized  

Widows and Orphans Movement have also recorded Seventeen cases (17) of violence against 

widows this year. 



We are therefore calling for the following actions to be taken  

1. Government should enact the Legislative Instrument on the Domestic Violence Act to 

eliminate violence against women.  

2. National house of chiefs, Regional House of chiefs and the various traditional Authorities 

to as a matter of urgency ban these practices 

3. The media to create a platform for the discussion of the plight of widows 

We also wish to remind the various traditional authorities that during last year’s celebration, they 

resolved to do the following;  

1. To embark on an intensive campaign in their chiefdoms to reform these practices. 

2. Sensitize their elders to let them know the harm caused. 

3. Enforce discipline in our families and set examples for others  

4. Appeal to Government and NGOs to support to make this a reality. 

Presented by Madam Silvia Wekem 

COMMENTS MADE BY CHIEFS  

The chiefs also made commitments to address the plight of the widows. 

Sakote Chief Naba Sigri Bewong a Representative of the Regional house of chiefs said he was so 

sad to hear about the challenges facing the widows. He said the provisions are all there in the 

constitution but this was due to ignorance. He also called on CHRAJ to draw a programme to 

meet each of the 17 paramouncies in the Region and explain the details of the constitution to the 

people. He emphasized that; this will go a long way to reduce the hardships of widows. 

                                                 

THE WIDOWS TAKE THE FLOOR FOR COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

 Grace Akunle a widow from Builsa also called on WOM to extend its support to their district 

because widows in Bulisa still pass through dehumanized practices and their chiefs are not 



committed in these matters. A widow from Yorogo also gave her testimony of how the chief and 

WOM’s office assisted to get back her late husband’s farmland. Two other widows also 

encouraged their fellow widows not to be lazy but to work hard to take care of their children. 

Madam Betty also encouraged them to harvest a lot of Boabab fruits this year to prepare the 

products they learnt from the Burkina trainer to better their lives. 

SPEECHES MADE BY DIGNITARIES 

CHRAJ Represented by Mr. Edmond Alagpulinsa on the Topic; Widowhood rites and the 

widows rights 

His speech centered on three questions and their answers.  

What are human rights? What rights are widows and children entitled to as provided in domestic 

and international human rights instruments? What is the way forward for widows and orphans? 

He answered that human rights is the legal and moral entitlement of every human being: but 

women and children by virtue of their vulnerability have special rights in addition to general 

fundamental human rights and freedoms that they are entitled to as human beings. According to 

him article 18(1) of the constitution says that all persons including widows and orphans has the 

right to own  property either alone or in association with others and such property may include 

land, house among others. He also said the law also speaks against force marriage so widows 

should not be compelled to marry the brother of their late husbands. According to him, CEDAW 

similarly calls on all contracting parties to eliminate discrimination against women in all areas of 

life including health care, education, employment, domestic relations and political participation. 

 In conclusion, he said it was necessary Government take action to up hold its commitment to 

ensure that the rights of widows and orphans as enshrined domestic and international human law 

enforced. He said it was necessary Government fasten the passage of the Legislative Instrument 

on the Domestic Violence Act to eliminate the violence and injustice perpetrated against women. 

The second presentation was by Religious Representative (Area Head COP- Evangelist Jimmy 

Marken) on the topic:  “Widowhood rites; the role of the church in mitigating the plight of 

widows”. 



He spoke on the responsibility of the church to widows and orphans. He said even though the 

United Nations set the day aside, it is not given much recognition on the radio and the internet 

when he checked through them. According to him, the churches are supposed to be supporting 

widows and orphans as it was done by the early churches. It is written in James I: 27 that, the 

best Religion was to visit the widows and the orphans at their time of need and  was also the 

responsibility of every human being to support widows and orphans.  

 

 

Miss Jocelyn Adii  the Acting Regional Director of Ministry of Women and Children (MOWAC) 

who was the guest of honor and representative of the Upper East Regional Minister said this was 

unacceptable that at the 21st century widows are still subject to dehumanizing rituals and robbing 

them of property which they toiled together with their departed husband’s to acquire. She 

stressed that widowhood was not a curse but rather a natural phase that should call for sympathy 

and support from the entire sundry. In respond to a widow from Sandema who was lamenting of 

their chiefs not supporting their course, she said she would work with WOM to also reduce the 

hardship of women in the Builsa District.  

The media was also called upon to create a platform for the discussion of the plight of the 

widows. 

   



 

Mr. Gregory Dery Programme Officer for Women’s Rights, ActionAid also emphasized the need 

for the Legislative instrument to make the Domestic violence act active. He was happy about the 

increase in the number of chiefs who support the course of widows. He indicated that this was a 

sign of progress. He called on Madam Joyce to carry the plight to the appropriate quarters for 

redress and the media to create the necessary platform for discussion of the plight of widows. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The conference attracted many widows from length and breadth of the country. We are grateful 

to AAG who made this celebration possible. We are also grateful to our Board Chairman who 

chaired the function perfectly and gave his word of encouragement to his fellow chiefs and the 

widows: he also supported us with a bag of rice to supplement the feeding of the participants. 

Widows were very happy and confessed of being encouraged at this conference. They all 

promised of total commitment when they go back to their Regions. Our prayer is that UNDP 

remember us in their Budget for the 2013 celebration. 

 

Betty Ayagiba 

 


